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COMMODORE’S
LOG

Ken Murray

NEW EMPHASIS ON MDR OPEN
HOUSES

The last two open houses have seen us utilize a new
approach to our Open Houses on the First Saturday of
the month. In the past decade, we had used this
primarily as a marketing tool, inviting the public to
come out for free daysails. However, for a variety of
reasons, we no longer need this tool. We currently have
in excess of 50 people on the waiting list to join MDR,
with more inquiries weekly. We don’t need to market
the Club.

As a result, the last two months, we have closed the
events, except to members and guests. This has worked
very well, tremendously reducing the stress level that
accompanies shuttling around 30 non-members for
three hours. As a result, our primary focus for these
events will be on MAINTENANCE and TRAINING.
Recreational daysails will be a secondary goal. Point in
fact, this is exactly how these days used to be run, so
this is not so much a new thing, as a return to a practice
that stood the test of time for the Club operations.

Our Maintenance Dept., run by Mark Zierten,
ZiertenFam@aol.com, is working on standing tasks that
need to be done every Open House, and some that need
to be done periodically. This is a chance for members to
learn a variety of things associated with taking care of a
boat. This is a chance for members to “step up”, and
pay back some of their commitment for helping our
Club to work.

Our Training Dept., run by Gilbert Tseng, is working

on training agendas and coordination of training on
specific boats. We are hoping to have specific training
topics each months, and training opportunities
available on any boat that anyone is ready to train
upon. Hopefully, this will facilitate getting people the
training and checkouts that they’ve had some difficulty
arranging.

BILGE CLEANING CONCERNS

CLEAN WATER ACT OF CALIFORNIA RE:
BILGES:

The most important recommendation for any boater
should be to always keep the bilge clean and dry by
periodically inspecting the hoses, gaskets and lines and
change them when needed. In addition and as a
prevention measurement, it is important to use always
and oil absorbent. The use of bilge cleaners and bleach
aren’t good clean boating practices because the boater
needs to make sure those substances are properly
contained and NEVER DISCHARGE overboard because
that will constitute a CWA violation (NOTHING CAN
GET INTO THE WATER). If the bilge is extremely
dirty boaters should use a bilge pumpout
(unfortunately there are few in CA) and leave major
cleaning projects to be done on land. | understand that
reality is different. In the boater kit in the Clean
Boating Habits on page 6 you will find several
Alternatives for Less Toxic products boaters can

use. Instead of bleach people can use Hydrogen
peroxide or to scrub with a borax and water paste using
a nylon scouring pad. Also in our website http:.//
www.coastal.ca.gov/ccbn/lesstoxic.html you can find
this information,

Boaters should also look into installing an inline bilge
pump filter (found at any marine supply store). This
device is designed to remove petroleum products from



the bilges without restricting the bilge performance,
allowing for clean discharges. You must periodically
check these products for oil saturation and replace
filters as needed.

It is a difficult process but we need to continue to
educate boaters about potential sources of boat
pollution, alternatives and fines. In your formula fines
should be included as well.

ALTERNATIVES TO TOXIC PRODUCTS
FOR CLEANING YOUR BOAT

Bleach
Detergent & Soap

Borax or hydrogen peroxide

Vegetable- or citrus-based soaps
instead of petroleum-based soaps
and detergents

Scouring Powders Baking soda

Floor Cleaner 1 cup of white vinegar in 2 gallons
of water

1 cup of white vinegar in 1 quart of
warm water. rinse and squeegee
Bicarbonate of soda and vinegar;
lemon juice combined with borax
paste

Pour in baking soda and use brush

Window Cleaner

General Cleanser

Head Cleaner

Shower Cleaner Wet surface, sprinkle on baking
soda, and scrub

2 tablespoons of cream of tartar in
1 quart of hot water
Worcestershire sauce or paste
made of equal parts salt, vinegar,
and water

Lemon juice and salt

Aluminum Cleaner

Brass Cleaner

Copper Cleaner

Chrome Cleaner /
Polish
Fiberglass Stain

Apple cider vinegar to clean/baby
oil to polish
Baking soda paste

Drain Opener Use boiling water and plumbers

snake or disassemble; substances
should not be used in a through-
hull drain

Paste using equal parts of either

lemon juice and salt or vinegar and

Mildew Remover

salt

Furniture Polish 3 parts olive oil and 1 part white
vinegar

Wood Polish Almond or olive oil (interior wood
only)

Hand Cleaner Baby oil or margarine
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Do:

Use alternatives!! They work - and can save you
money!

Don't:

Do not allow hazardous household products to
enter the water. These products may have the
potential to cause explosions, may be corrosive,
may catch fire, or may be poisonous to living
things.

See also “Managing Boat Wastes” appended to this
newsletter.

LOST AND FOUND

Any items found on boats are placed in the
Administration locker at the dock. Here are a couple of
items that are waiting to be claimed.




SLEEPING ABOARD

Ken Murray

One thing that people occasionally enjoy doing, is
sleeping aboard one of our boats at the dock... basically
a camping trip. This is something that IS permitted,
although the various harbors that we are berthed
within have limitations on the frequency of this.
Generally, one nite would be the limit at one time.
Exceptions to this or other rules should be asked of the
Board.

Some associated rules:
1. You must be currently checked out on the boat.
2. You must record your reservation online.

3. You must record your usage on a Boat Log
Form.

4. You must clean up the boat cleaner than you
found it.

Violation of the rules will result in revocation of the
privilege.

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR
UPDATE

By Michael Delaney
CAPRI 14 ESCAPES THE POND

We were able to relocate one of CIH’s Capri 14’s to the
outer harbor. Capri 141 is located on an inside tie at
Bahia Marina A-dock near Anglesea; see photo below.
Contact any CIH Instructors if you want practice
getting in and out of the inside tie next to the rocks!

COMPANIONSHIP JOINS THE FLEET

We have completed commissioning of our “new” 1987
Capri 22 CompanionShip. We have decided, for now, to
keep the name that came with the boat; it kind of grows
on you! It is docked in the Small Boat Marina near
Turning Point and Desert Wind in slip C-9; see photos
below. Chee-mok (Tim) Chan has volunteered to be the
boat chief. CompanionShip has a shoal keel rather than
a fin or wing keel like Sundance and Desert

Wind, respectively. The performance during the
shakedown sail was outstanding. There is already talk
of match racing.

Three times Twenty Two equals Lots of Work and Fun!
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SECRETARY'S COLUMN

By Richard Windebank

Effective October 1, 2009, the membership elected me as
a Director and as the Secretary of the Club. Itis a
pleasure to serve in this capacity and | will do my best
to justify the confidence you have expressed in me.

I think it is important that members understand the
responsibilities of the various officers. As Secretary, |
am responsible for maintaining the records of the Club,
preparing the Agendas for the meetings, and recording
the Minutes. In addition, it is my job to understand the
By-Laws and the other governing documents and to
ensure that we comply with them.

Other officers include: The Vice Commodore, who is
responsible for maintaining the records of our
Membership and the collection of all dues and fees; The
Rear Commodore who is responsible for the
maintenance of the fleet of Boats; The Fleet Captain
who oversees the Operation of our boats including
Training, Check-Outs, and Boat Reservations and The
Treasurer who is responsible for our Bank Accounts
and our accounting records.

Our “governing documents” include the Articles of
Incorporation, By-Laws, and Standing Rules. They also
include the California Corporations Code and Roberts
Rules of Order. None of us on the Board are experts in
any of these but, as volunteer laypersons, we make a
conscientious effort to understand them and abide by
them.

Any changes we make to the By-Laws or the Standing
Rules need to be approved by the Membership. A
change to the By-Laws, usually requires a 2/3rds
majority vote. Standing Rules can be amended by a
simple majority. In either case, we need to have a
Quorum of 10% of our members at a Membership
Meeting in order to conduct any business. Certain
issues, like an amendment to the By-Laws can only be
voted on at a Membership Meeting if all members have
been notified, in advance, that these items are on the
agenda.

Another part of my responsibilities as Secretary is
communications to our members. There’s always a lot
going on and many decisions that the Board needs to
make. Some of these decisions are mere “process” that
may have limited interest to members. Others are much
more meaningful and | will do my best to share them
with you.
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I would like to recognize the excellent progress that
Channel Island Harbor has made, under Mike
Delaney’s leadership. The fact that they now have over
100 members did not just happen by chance. It is the
result of hard work by a strong team of individuals
with a mission, a plan and a strong desire to execute
that plan.

In the coming months, the Board will be working on a
broader strategic plan to address the collective
aspirations of our membership. That means we will be
reaching out to you for your input and your vision of
how you would like to see the Club develop in the
months and years ahead. In the meantime, please give
some thought to how you would like the Club to evolve
so that you can play your part in shaping our future.

I look forward to working with all of you in 2010 as we
strive to make this wonderful Club even better than it is
today.

Happy Holiday!

SAILING WITH ENGINE OFF

At a recent IQC one of the candidates brought to

my attention that Yanmar changed its
recommendations about sailing with the engine in
reverse some years ago. They now recommend sailing
in neutral, not reverse.

I recently had lunch with California’s Yanmar dealer
who was not aware of this policy. He subsequently
checked into it and confirmed that this is indeed the
case.

It may also be news to our instructors, skippers and
boat chiefs.

It will be prudent to share this information within the
club, change club procedures accordingly and to also
check with the other engine manufacturers to see what
they recommend.

MARINE SERVICE ADVISORY
NUMBER: MSA08-003

DATE February 8, 2008

TO: All Marine Distributors, Dealers and OEMs
SUBJECT: Gear in Neutral While Sailing
MODELS: All Sailboat Engines

We continue to get questions regarding the correct gear
position while sailing with the engine OFF. This
advisory is issued as a reminder; Yanmar requires that



if sailing with the engine OFF (not running) the
transmission shifter must be in the neutral position or
internal damage to the gear or sail-drive will result.
This damage will not be covered by Yanmar’s Limited
Warranty. Please instruct customers and dealers who
deliver the sailboat to the customer, of the correct
(Neutral) position for the marine gear while sailing.

If the customer desires that the propeller shaft not spin
while sailing, either a folding propeller, shaft break, or
other suitable device may be used. However, Yanmar
accepts no responsibility for the selection, installation,
or operation of such devices. Please also refer to Marine
service advisory “MSA07-001_Yanmar Sail Drive
Propeller Selection” for additional information.

If you have any questions regarding this advisory
please contact a Customer Support Representative at
(770) 877- 9894.

Cheers, Dave Lumian

Decembenr
18th

FFriday night holiday 1ive!
Santa monica windjammers

Letsget together For a Fun
holiday evening:
Dinner and ive music by
Tthe painkilllers

Friday - dec 18"
Happy hour starts at 6;30 pm
Dinner at 7:30 pm
Fol lovwed by Iive music
Dance €thhe night avway
Celebrate
T he
Holidays
With Fellow saitllors

For reservatctions
Call
310 827 7692
Cost — $20.00
Bring an unwirapped toy
For €thegift program
For needy kids

Help Fire dept Santa’s
help kkids

WOMEN'S SAILING
CONVENTION

Ahoy! All ye sailor gals! This is the event of the year for
sailor girls. We will arrange boat pools. You must not
miss this great event. Womens sailing association of
Southern California has the very top women sailors
teaching us how to do everything. Hurry! This fills up
fast! The workshops are the best ever! Good sailing -
Carole Walsh (vc@fairwind.org)

http://www.scya.org/
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