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Osprey Catalina 320
Boat Quirks and Tips

Boat handling characteristics:
• Gains sternway relatively slowly
• Shoal keel causes yaw in turns
• Relatively little prop walk
• 145% genoa will pull bow down 
at slow speed (like MOB return)
• Relatively tight turning radius
• Tends to hobby-horse in waves

Ice box:
• Run only at dock; drains battery
• Leave open/dry when not in use

Anchor & windlass
• Anchor stowed in locker, put on roller 
before use; secure w/sail tie to cleat
• Turn anchor breaker on for use only
• Only put ROPE rode on windlass
• May need engine RPM for power

Mast/main sail:
• Sail slugs don’t slide easily up or down
• Fully battened, so difficult to luff; must 
really be head to wind to hoist or lower

Helm:
• Auto-helm malfunctions; over-steers
• Shifter sloppy; esp. when set screw loose
• Helm wheel nut works itself loose; check
• Engine temp stays around 140-150
• Turn RADAR on here; GPS in cabin
• Depthsounder reads from bottom of keel

Roller furler drum:
• Monitor top half when furl for over-rides

Fresh water pump:
• If it keeps running, try 
bleeding air out thru faucet

DC breakers (there are 2):
• If no DC, check both (see locator)

June 5, 2009
Send updates/corrections to Margaret Pommert

Dry storage box:
• Don’t put ice in it; no drain

Air con/fan:
• Leave with fan only running

Battery panel:
• Red breaker buttons are stiff, must 
pull (off) or push (on) hard. Check 
them if batteries don’t seem to work.
• Batteries 1 and 2 are identical, use 1 
for engine, 2 for house

Head hatch
• Leave dogged in vent mode

Racor
• Unscrew top of Racor and pump to 
use as lift pump (also standard thumb- 
type lift pump on engine)

Decompression levers:
• Open all, back 2 will close, you close 3rd

Chart-plotter in cabin:
• Turn GPS on here; RADAR at helm
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